
Name: ___________________________________

Unit Test : Unit 6

1. Reading and Analyzing Text

Read the story "Being Good" before answering Numbers 1 through 18.

Being Good

Walter's brother, Morgan, was a star athlete. He was a great runner, a superb swimmer,
and a fine baseball player. People who saw Morgan run, swim, and throw a baseball
all said the same thing, "He's amazing. He makes it look so easy!" Of course, a person
who makes something look easy has usually worked hard at it. Morgan was that type of
person. He practiced every single day.

Walter admired his brother's ability to play sports and wanted to do what Morgan could do.
He wanted to run like the wind, swim like a shark, and swing a bat like . . . Morgan.

Two things stood in the way of Walter's success, though. The first was that Walter didn't
enjoy sports all that much because he wasn't very good at them. The second was that he
liked to spend his free time reading and writing stories. How would he find time to become
good at running, swimming, and baseball?

In spite of these things, Walter announced to his family during dinner one night that he
wanted to become good at sports. "I'm surprised to hear you say that. I didn't think you
were interested in sports," said Mom when she heard the unexpected news. Dad looked
at Walter with disbelief, and Morgan put down his glass of milk.

"You have to practice every day to be good, Walter," said Morgan. "How will you find the
time, with your busy schedule?" Morgan continued, "My advice is to keep doing what you
do well, which is writing stories."

Hearing this made Walter feel even more determined to prove himself in sports. He would
work hard to succeed, and then people would praise him in the same way they praised
Morgan.

The next day, Walter stayed after school and ran ten laps around the track. That night,
after he finished his homework, he practiced swinging a baseball bat in the backyard. The
following day was Saturday. When Walter woke up, his legs and arms were sore, but he
went to the pool with Morgan anyway. He swam for an hour. Walter was so tired that he
took a long nap when they got back home. When he woke up, he went running again and
practiced throwing a baseball.

The next week, Walter did the same thing. His body ached all over, and he was tired most
of the time. Mom and Dad were worried that he was trying too hard, so they had a talk
with Walter. "Is this what you really  want to do?" asked Dad.

"Well, it's not much fun," Walter admitted. "Morgan seems to enjoy sports a lot more than I
do, but I want to be as good as he is."

"You're already good at something," said Mom. "You're a creative storyteller and an
outstanding writer! You're already a champion, so why do you want to be good at
something you don't enjoy?"

"People don't seem to care that much about writers," said Walter. "Do you ever see a
photograph of a writer on a cereal box?"



"Walter," Dad said, "people do care about good writers, and besides, you don't have to be
good at everything."

Walter thought about what his parents were saying and realized that they were right. He
decided to give up trying to be as good as Morgan at sports. The decision gave him a
feeling of great relief, and he could almost feel his muscles get a little less sore.

A week later, Walter wrote a school essay about trying to be something he's not. Walter's
teacher thought the essay was excellent and asked his permission to send the essay to
a student magazine. Walter's writing appeared in the magazine a few months later. His
classmates and family were very proud of him.

"I wish I could write as well as you can," said Morgan, smiling at his brother. "You make it
look so easy!"

Now answer Numbers 1 through 18. Base your answers on the story "Being Good."

Read this sentence from the story.

Walter's brother, Morgan, was a star athlete.

What does the word athlete  mean in the sentence above?

A.  someone who plays sports

B.  someone who throws a ball 

C.  someone who does well in school 

D.  someone who practices every day 

2. How does Walter like to spend his free time?

A.  playing baseball 

B.  taking photographs 

C.  running and swimming 

D.  reading and writing stories

3. Read this sentence from the story.

Dad looked at Walter with disbelief, and Morgan put down
glass of milk.

What does the word disbelief  mean in the sentence above?

A.  trying to believe 

B.  someone who believes 

C.  the opposite of believing

D.  something to be believed 

4. Which of the following can the reader tell from the story?



A.  Being good at sports requires practice.

B.  Most people are only good at one sport. 

C.  A person who tries hard enough will become good at sports. 

D.  Being good at sports is more important than being a good writer. 

5. Read this sentence from the story.

Morgan continued, "My advice is to keep doing what you do
well, which is writing stories."

What does the word advice  mean in the sentence above?

A.  a guess about what will happen 

B.  a wish for something to happen 

C.  an opinion about what should happen

D.  an idea about what has already happened 

6. Why does Walter want to be good at sports?

A.  so he can make new friends 

B.  so he can have a healthy body 

C.  so he can get praise from others

D.  so he can write about being an athlete 

7. Read this sentence from the story.

Hearing this made Walter feel even more determined to prove
himself in sports.

What does the word prove  mean in the sentence above?

A.  challenge 

B.  hide 

C.  show

D.  struggle 

8. Read this sentence from the story.

When Walter woke up, his legs and arms were sore, but he
went to the pool with Morgan anyway.

What does the word sore  mean in the sentence above?



A.  angry 

B.  hurting

C.  sail high in the air 

D.  rise to a high level 

9. What can the reader BEST tell about Morgan from the story?

A.  He is not as fast as everyone says he is. 

B.  He respects Walter for his own talents.

C.  He doesn't believe Walter can be good at sports. 

D.  He thinks his talent is more important than Walter's. 

10. Why are Mom and Dad worried about Walter?

A.  He is missing his friends. 

B.  He is not good at writing. 

C.  He is not helping enough at home. 

D.  He is trying too hard to be good at sports.

11. Read this sentence from the story.

"You're already a champion, so why do you want to be good at
something you don't enjoy?"

What does the word champion  mean in the sentence above?

A.  a person who wants to be an athlete 

B.  a person who wants to be good at something 

C.  a person who is among the best at something

D.  a person who is the very first to do something 

12. Read this sentence from the story.

"Do you ever see a photograph of a writer on a cereal box?"

What does the word photograph  mean in the sentence above?

A.  a type of award 

B.  a type of picture

C.  a type of writing 

D.  a type of magazine 

13. How does Walter change by the end of the story?



A.  He gives up his plan to become good at sports.

B.  He decides to practice only one sport every day. 

C.  He becomes more determined to be good at sports. 

D.  He decides to write about the sports he enjoys most. 

14. Which of Walter's abilities does Morgan value MOST?

A.  reading 

B.  running 

C.  swimming 

D.  writing

15. Read this sentence from the story.

Walter thought about what his parents were saying and
realized that they were right.

What is the LAST syllable in the word Walter ?

A.  er 

B.  ter

C.  lter 

D.  alter 

16. Read this sentence from the story.

The decision gave him a feeling of great relief, and he could almost

feel his muscles get a little less sore.

What is the LAST syllable in the word decision ?

A.  on 

B.  ion 

C.  sion

D.  ision 

17. Read this sentence from the story.

Walter's teacher thought the essay was excellent and asked his
permission to send the essay to a student magazine.

What shows the correct way to divide the word excellent  into syllables?



A.  exc • el • lent 

B.  ex • cell • ent 

C.  exc • ell • ent 

D.  ex • cel • lent

18. Read this sentence from the story.

Walter's teacher thought the essay was excellent and asked his permission to send
the essay to a student mag  a  zine.

Which word has the same sound as the underlined letter in magazine ?

A.  about

B.  aim 

C.  almost 

D.  arch 

19. Read the article "A Whole Other Country" before answering Numbers 19 through
35.

A Whole Other Country

Some people who have never visited Texas think the land is the same throughout the
state. Some think the state is all desert filled with cactus. Others think it is an endless
plain. Both are partly right. Texas has many deserts and plains, but those are just two
types of the impressive land features found there. Texas also has mountains, forests,
beaches, and canyons. The state is so large and so varied that some people use the
expression "a whole other country" to describe it.

You can probably recognize the outline of Texas. Its shape is partly formed by water. In
the north, the Red River forms the border between Oklahoma and Texas. The Sabine
River separates Texas and Louisiana in the east. The Gulf of Mexico forms the southeast
border of the state. The Rio Grande divides Texas from Mexico in the west and the south.

If you look at a map of Texas, you will see that eastern Texas has mostly plains and a
few small hills. Western Texas has plains, hills, and mountains. The state has four main
natural regions, or areas. The four regions are the Gulf Coastal Plain, the Central Plains,
the High Plains, and the Mountains and Basins. The landscape of each region differs from
that of the others.

Gulf Coastal Plain

The Gulf Coastal Plain region covers the eastern and southern part of Texas. It is the
largest region in the state. The Gulf Coastal Plain runs along the Gulf of Mexico. The
land here is mostly low and flat. Part of this region is tropical. You'll find miles of sandy
beaches here. The region also reaches inland, away from the coast, for about 250 miles.
Fields of vegetables and fruits grow to the west of the coast.

Central Plains



As you move away from the Gulf of Mexico, the land begins to rise. The Central Plains
region is in the north-central part of the state. It has rolling hills and valleys. Many Texans
call this region the Hill Country. Cattle and sheep graze on the grassy land there.

For hundreds of years, ancient rivers and streams shaped the land of the Central Plains.
As you go farther west, there are forests of oak and hickory trees. Many different crops
grow in this region.

High Plains

The High Plains are west of the Central Plains and are also part of the Great Plains of
the United States. The land here is high and flat and looks something like a table. Parts
of the High Plains are marked by long walls of steep cliffs and slopes. The southern and
eastern parts are hilly. Many legends about rough, tough Texas cowhands are from the
High Plains.

Mountains and Basins

This region is in western Texas. The land here is high, dry, and often rugged. The soil is
dry and rocky. There are many small mountain ranges and dramatic cliffs in this region of
Texas. These mountains are part of the Rocky Mountains, which stretch from Mexico to
Canada. The highest peak in Texas is Guadalupe Peak. It rises nearly 9,000 feet above
sea level.

A basin is land shaped like a bowl that has higher ground around it. In this region, the
basins are parts of large deserts. You can visit Big Bend National Park in the Mountains
and Basins region. You can also gaze at stars through a huge telescope at the McDonald
Observatory in the Davis Mountains, which are also in this region.

The Land Called Texas

The state of Texas is varied and vast. It's no wonder that for centuries people have been
drawn to this land. That may be why some call it a whole other country!

Now answer Numbers 19 through 35. Base your answers on the article "A Whole
Other Country."

Read this sentence from the article.

Others think it is an endless plain.

What does the word plain  mean in the sentence above?

A.  a flat area

B.  easy to see 

C.  not mixed with anything 

D.  a vehicle that flies in the sky 

20. Read this sentence from the article.

The state is so large and so varied that some people use the
expression "a whole other country" to describe it.

What does the word expression  mean in the sentence above?



A.  a familiar saying

B.  a symbol for an idea 

C.  a person's first language 

D.  a statement that is untrue 

21. Which of the following partly forms the outline of Texas?

A.  hills 

B.  water

C.  plains 

D.  mountains 

22. Read this sentence from the article.

The Sabine River sep arates Texas and Louisiana in the east.

Which word has the same sound as the underlined letter in separates ?

A.  acorn 

B.  actor 

C.  although 

D.  around

23. Read this sentence from the article.

The landscape of each region differs from that of the others.

What does the word landscape  mean in the sentence above?

A.  land that is owned 

B.  broad, flat-topped land 

C.  the landforms of a region

D.  land that has not been settled 

24. Which of these shaped the land in the Central Plains region?

A.  rivers and streams

B.  the Gulf of Mexico 

C.  the Rocky Mountains 

D.  grazing cattle and sheep 

25. Read this sentence from the article.

Cattle and sheep graze on the grassy land there.



What is the correct way to divide the word cattle  into syllables?

A.  ca • ttle 

B.  ca • tt • le 

C.  cat • tle

D.  catt • le 

26. Study this box.

Which information belongs in the empty box?

A.  steep cliffs 

B.  rolling hills

C.  low, flat land 

D.  sandy beaches 

27. Read this sentence from the article.

Many legends about rough, t ough Texas cowhands are from
the High Plains.

Which word has the same sound as the underlined part of the word tough ?

A.  caught 

B.  ouch 

C.  such

D.  watch 

28. Read this sentence from the article.

Many legends about rough, tough Texas cowhands are
from the High Plains.

What does the word cowhands  mean in the sentence above?



A.  fenced areas for cattle 

B.  ropes used for catching cattle 

C.  people who take care of cattle

D.  ranches where cattle are raised 

29. In what region of Texas can deserts be found?

A.  Gulf Coastal Plain 

B.  Central Plains 

C.  High Plains 

D.  Mountains and Basins

30. Read this sentence from the article.

There are many small mountain ranges and dramatic cliffs in
this region of Texas.

What does the word dramatic  mean in the sentence above?

A.  unusual 

B.  dangerous 

C.  causing wonder or awe

D.  having a variety of forms 

31. Read this sentence from the article.

The highest peak in Texas is Guadalupe Peak.

What does the word peak  mean in the sentence above?

A.  small hill 

B.  desert floor 

C.  grassy plain 

D.  mountain top

32. Read this sentence from the article.

You can also gaze at stars through a huge telescope at

the McDonald Observatory in the Davis Mountains, which are

also in this region.

In the sentence above, the word telescope  means an instrument that can help you see
which types of objects?



A.  small objects 

B.  nearby objects 

C.  moving objects 

D.  far-away objects

33. What is this article MOSTLY about?

A.  how the mountains and valleys in Texas were formed 

B.  how the Texas plains differ from the deserts in West Texas 

C.  the variety of native plants and animals that can be found in

Texas 

D.  the different regions and landscapes that make up the state of

Texas

34. According to the article, why do people often refer to Texas as "a whole other country"?

A.  It shares its southern border with another country. 

B.  The state is so large and has so many different regions.

C.  The land differs so greatly from the rest of the United States. 

D.  Many people mistake it for another country when they see it

on a map. 

35. Which sentence from the article states a FACT?

A.  "Some think the state is all desert filled with cactus." 

B.  "Others think it is an endless plain." 

C.  "The state has four main natural regions, or areas."

D.  "It's no wonder that for centuries people have been drawn to this

land." 

36. Look back at the selection "A Whole Other Country." Then read and answer the question.

Why might someone traveling across Texas think of the state as a whole other country?
Use information from the text to support your answer.

37. Look back at the selection "A Whole Other Country." Then read and answer the question.

What opinion does the author state in the first paragraph? How do you know this is an
opinion? Use information from the text to support your answer.


